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1Charles Rynerson is the school demographer for our 
center and I am a retired guy who has the time to muck 
around with the data.
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2The purposes of the talk are to:
1. Shed some light on social processes in Portland
2. Provide a look at how GIS and demographic tools can 
be used to dissect complicated issues
3Everyone was a bit surprised that in the Fall of 2008 
kindergarten enrollment showed growth, after a number of 
year of decline.
4The District’ enrollment peaked at nearly 90,000 during the 
Post WWII baby boom, again 25 years later with the “echo 
of the baby boom” and has declined since.
5Portland school district is like many metropolitan school 
districts in that it occupies the built-out core and is subject to 
the dynamics of the metropolitan housing market –
where the housing for families with kids gets built 
and how residents respond to central city versus suburban 
living opportunities. 
Think Seattle, San Francisco.
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6We start our analysis of the “older moms” phenomena by 
looking at where in the District the births to younger and 
older mothers occurs.
7
8The animation shows that there is a distinctive geography 
for births to younger and older mothers and that it appears 
to be related to the location of minority populations, 
mainly Black and Hispanic, 
and the degree of affluence of neighborhoods.
9Looking at the five years after 1996 and the five years after 
2002 the decline in births to younger mothers has been 
approximately equal to the increase in births to younger 
mothers. 
The total number of births changed little.
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The "older moms" area 
showing combination of 
age 30+ and 
baccalaureate or hl~her 
level education (42 Vol. 
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We argue that these over 30 moms are part of the tide of 
younger families who were involved in the gentrification of 
the areas of quality built pre 1930 built housing on 
Portland’s east side. 
If we identify gentrification in Portland by noting those 
areas where the number with 4 year college degrees have 
increased, 
a measure used by David Ley and others, 
we see the coincidence with the birth focus areas.
21
Ley depicts gentrifying areas 
as being In the top 20% of 
tracts with respect to change 
In the composite education 
and MTP employment Index 
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• Mothers, younger and older, 
residing in the East Surround area 
live in smaller single family housing 
units, also par for their area, but 
smaller than those for older mothers 
living in the East OMA 
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In the core East OMA period 
where the gentrification 
began In the early 1990s 
the age 30-49 in-migration 
was faCilitated by the out-
migration of young families. 
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In-migration to the East 
Surround involved younger 
cohorts and space was 
created by the out-
migration of persons age 40 
and older and deaths of 
those 65 and older 
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• Did the olde~ moms aeliver? 
They brought sUffici .. e.nt. e.n.rolll'.'mlle.nllitllto. se.vlliellira.' lIIsclllhlliolliolli'S.inlllllthllie. o. M. A. a.rellialllsllito. br.inlig. t.h.e.m. b.ack from the brink af closure:.l 
In aggregate they brought enrollment growth to the OMA areas, Sta.rt.!!in~g~i~n.th.e.l.o.w.elr • 
elementary grades and spreading upwards into the middle school 9l!!des. 
• Although capture rates remained steady or dropped slightly in the OMA areas, increased 
retention from birth to KG and in the lower grades increased enrollment. 
• • 
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Portland Public Schools, Multnomah Co. GIS, Metro, and the 
Oregon Health D,v,s,on for the data used In the research. My 
grand daughter, Paula Lycan, for the stork and school drawing. 
